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and social sciences. She has worked with international organizations, 
including the UNICEF, where she contributed to Social and Behavior 
Change Communication (SBC) initiatives, polio eradication programs, and 
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work focuses on the design and implementation of evidence-based strategies 
to improve girls’ access to education, increase public health awareness, and 
promote women’s participation in social and civic life. She has collaborated 
with national and international partners on research, documentation, and 
advocacy addressing harmful social norms and structural barriers affecting 
women and girls. Fluent in Dari, English, and Turkish, she continues to 
engage in initiatives that advance inclusive, rights-based development in 
fragile and conflict-affected contexts.
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and related events and is highly engaged in the campaign to codify gender 
apartheid as a crime against humanity. Nazila's contributions have been 
featured in publications like the Business Insider, The Hill, and the BBC, 
among others. She earned her bachelor's degree in Government and Justice 
and Peace from Georgetown University and furthered her academic pursuits 
with a master's degree in Human Rights in Foreign Policy/Diplomacy from 
Columbia University.
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research and policy analysis, with formal publications on Afghan girls’ right 
to education and ongoing research on education in contexts of exclusion, 
epistemic injustice, and institutionalized gender-based discrimination by 
state actors. She has led and contributed to research projects in fragile and 
conflict-affected settings, combining field-based qualitative inquiry with 
sector-wide policy engagement. She maintains an extensive network among 
civil society actors and diaspora communities advancing girls’ right to 
education and broader social inclusion initiatives. She is the founder of Boum 
Books, a social entrepreneurship initiative dedicated to developing creative 
content and indigenous literature for primary education and youth literacy 
development.

Sofia Ramyar is an Afghan advocate for women’s rights, girls’ education, 
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women and girls through education, leadership development, and mental 
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school for displaced children in Afghanistan, where 70% of the students are 
girls, and launched the Afghan Youth Representative to the United Nations 
program, creating a platform for young women and men to engage with 
global decision-makers. Sofia holds a master’s degree in Dispute Resolution 
from the United States.
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years, Yalda has worked with international organizations, including the Raoul 
Wallenberg Institute (RWI) in Sweden, the German Center for Integration 
and Migration (DeZIM) in Berlin, the Center for Feminist Foreign Policy 
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(CFFP) in Berlin, the International Labour Organization (ILO), USAID, 
and GIZ as a Women’s Economic Empowerment Officer. At the RWI, her 
research provided policy recommendations and addressed human rights 
challenges facing Afghan women-owned businesses, contributing to the 
mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on Afghanistan. She also supported 
research for Germany’s Federal Admission Program at DeZIM and founded 
Bari SearchPath, which supported Afghan women’s integration into the labor 
market through training and job placement.

Marwa Raufi is a medical student in the field of psychology and a devoted 
explorer of the human mind. Her focus on psychology helps her understand 
diverse perspectives, while her technical projects allow her to apply 
structured thinking to real-world tasks, blending analysis with creativity. 
She is developing her skills in HTML, CSS, and JavaScript, creating projects 
that are both useful and impactful. She values empathy, persistence, and 
integrity. Through engagement in literature, technology, and medicine, 
Marwa demonstrates that knowledge is multifaceted, and growth comes 
when learning is applied across disciplines.
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Ahmad Reza Sadeqi, PhD, is a legal researcher specializing in criminal 
law and criminology. He previously served as a lecturer at Kateb University 
in Kabul and worked as a Program Assistant with the Afghanistan Justice 
Program (AJP). He was also a member of the drafting committee for 
Afghanistan’s new Penal Code in Kabul. Dr. Sadeqi pursued advanced legal 
studies at Sciences Po University in France and has extensive experience in 
legal research, justice reform, and human rights.
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The Organization for Policy Research and Development Studies (DROPS) is an 
independent, not-for-profit, policy-oriented research institution committed to 
strengthening the values and experiences of inclusivity, pluralism, and good 
governance in Afghanistan, through knowledge creation and knowledge 
application. We firmly believe that strong, contextually grounded, (policy) research 
institutions are crucial for fostering environments conducive for conflict-affected 
states’ sustainable transition from war to peace. This principle informed DROPS’ birth 
in Kabul in 2014 and has been our North Star ever since. It also guides our Toronto 
chapter, which was established in 2021. In line with this principle, we believe public 
interest policy dialogue, healthy state-citizen engagement, public-private 
partnerships, and good governance can only be achieved by nourishing intellectual 
spaces and indigenous research that are bottom-up, locally rooted, and 
representative of all voices in the society—especially those of women and girls. 
DROPS’ work is thus two-pronged: evidence-based research that provides 
policymakers with alternative, actionable solutions for national and sub-national 
issues; and intellectual and operational reinforcement for translating insights to 
context-responsive policies and implementation. Through gender-disaggregated and 
gender-sensitive data, policy relevant analyses, and tailored trainings on critical 
thinking and research methodologies, DROPS serves to ensure that people remain at 
the center of all developmental efforts in Afghanistan, while simultaneously 
empowering them to become agents of the change they seek.
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