
 WOMEN AND PUBLIC POLICY209

Editors

Mariam Safi is the founding Executive Director of the Organization for 
Policy Research and Development Studies, DROPS, which she established 
in Afghanistan in 2014 and expanded to Canada in 2021. She is a researcher 
and peacebuilding practitioner with more than 18 years of experience across 
Afghanistan and the wider South Asian region. Her work centers on policy 
development, inclusive governance and peace and security initiatives. 
In 2023, she joined the steering committee of the World Movement for 
Democracy, contributing to the movement’s strategic direction. That same 
year, she became a research associate at SOAS University of London and 
at ODI, a leading London based think tank, where she authors policy briefs 
and conducts collaborative research on backlash against gender equality in 
authoritarian contexts. She also serves as an advisor to the Department of 
Politics and International Studies at the American University of Afghanistan, 
in addition to her engagement in several other academic and policy forums.

Rajeshwari Krishnamurthy is a research and communications professional 
based in The Hague. She is also a Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Peace 
and Conflict Studies (IPCS), New Delhi, where she previously served as 
the deputy director, simultaneously managing its Centre for Internal and 
Regional Security vertical. Her research covers policy-relevant dynamics 
at the intersection of international security, geopolitics, and the rule of law, 
with a primary focus on Southern Asia. Concurrently, she works on the 
interpretation and implementation of UNSCRs 1325 and 2250 in the South 
Asian context. Emerging technologies’ impact on (non-)traditional security 
is of particular interest. She has edited DROPS’ Women and Public Policy 
Journal since its inaugural volume. 
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Dr. Meenakshi Gopinath is the Founder and Director of WISCOMP. She is 
Chair, Board of Governors, Centre for Policy Research (CPR), and Principal 
Emerita of Lady Shri Ram College, New Delhi. Dr. Gopinath was the first 
woman to be nominated to the National Security Advisory Board (NSAB) of 
India. She is a member of multi-track peace initiatives and people-to-people 
dialogues in South Asia. She has been a member of the Advisory Board on the 
Planning Commission of India and the University Grants Commission. She 
serves on numerous Boards including the United Nations Peace University in 
Costa Rica, the Geneva-based Nonviolent Peaceforce, Asian University for 
Women in Bangladesh, among others. Dr. Gopinath has written and lectured 
across the world on issues of Conflict Transformation, Peacebuilding, 
Women’s Leadership, Education for Peace, International Relations and 
Diplomacy. In recognition of her contribution to the field of women’s 
education and empowerment, she has received several awards including the 
Padma Shri Award from the President of India.


