
Editorial Note

Twenty-five years after the October 2000 adoption of United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1325 (UNSCR 1325) that sought to center women’s 
participation and protection in conflict prevention and peacebuilding, 
Afghanistan stands as both a sobering reminder and a defining test case for 
the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda. Four years into the second 
Taliban rule that was undemocratically imposed on the country on 15 August 
2021, Afghan women and girls face what scholars and activists identify as 
gender-based persecution under the Rome Statute, with efforts underway to 
codify the conditions women and girls are facing as gender apartheid. This 
state-of-affairs is a direct consequence of the Taliban regime’s systematic 
and institutional exclusion of women and girls from all forms of public life 
and its denial of women’s autonomy over their bodies, reproductive health, 
clothing choices, and movement. Yet, amidst this repression, Afghan women 
continue to resist, reimagine, and rebuild.

This collaborative volume—Women and Public Policy Journal (Vol.10) and 
Peace Prints (Vol.11)—published by the Organization for Policy Research 
& Development Studies (DROPS), Afghanistan, and the Women in Security, 
Conflict Management and Peace (WISCOMP), India, respectively, brings 
together empirical research, feminist theorization, and grounded reflections 
that capture not only the scale of regression in the Taliban-run Afghanistan 
but also the resilience, creativity, and agency through which women contest 
it.

This volume emerges at a critical juncture when the global discourse on 
women, peace, and security faces fatigue, and its relevance is increasingly 
tested by the rise of authoritarianism and the resurgence of gender backlash. 
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At a time when Afghanistan’s crisis, which was once central to international 
agendas, has slipped to the periphery of global policy attention, this collection 
reclaims both focus and urgency. Collectively, the ten contributions restore 
analytical and moral clarity to the debate, illuminating how Afghan women’s 
struggles for education, health, justice, and livelihoods are inseparable from 
the broader pursuit of peace itself.

Undoing Progress: Education, Health, and Justice Under Taliban Rule

Of the 10 essays in this volume, three specifically trace the systematic 
dismantling of women’s rights across key social sectors. In ‘Girls’ Education 
Under Taliban Rule: Consequences for Afghanistan and the Region’, Dr. 
Arpan Tulsyan demonstrates that the Taliban’s prohibition on female 
education is not an isolated policy but part of a broader architecture of control 
that erases women from public knowledge production. Drawing on historical 
data, the paper shows how the Taliban have undone nearly two decades of 
educational progress in Afghanistan, with millions of girls projected to 
remain out of school if the Taliban’s ban on girls’ education beyond grade 
six continues. The study connects this educational deprivation to cycles of 
poverty, radicalization, and regional instability, while highlighting India’s 
potential role in supporting educational diplomacy and digital access for 
Afghan girls.

Complementing this analysis, ‘Impact of the Taliban’s Return on Afghanistan’s 
Health Sector: A Focus on Women’s Health and Well-Being’ documents the 
near-collapse of women’s healthcare infrastructure in the country. Based on 
mixed-methods research, Dr. Asma Kamali reveals that the convergence 
of bans on female education and employment has created a generational 
health crisis. The absence of female medical workers, coupled with mobility 
restrictions and mandatory mahram requirements, have rendered maternal 
and mental healthcare nearly inaccessible, especially in rural provinces. 

Together, these essays demonstrate how the denial of education and healthcare 
functions not only as a violation of rights but as a deliberate instrument of 
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governance, reinforcing dependency, fear, and social control.

Farhuda Rustam’s ‘Women’s Access to Justice in Post-August 2021 
Afghanistan’ extends this argument into the legal sphere. She demonstrates 
how the Taliban’s replacement of Afghanistan’s 2004 Constitution with 
decrees rooted in their selective interpretation of Sharia law has effectively 
erased women’s legal personhood. Through comparative analysis of 
institutional structures that existed before and after 15 August 2021, this 
study situates Afghanistan’s regression as a case of state-engineered gender 
persecution that violates the country’s obligations under the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, and UNSCR 
1325.

Resisting Erasure: Economic Agency and Civil Activism

Against this backdrop of systemic exclusion, oppression, and subordination, 
several contributions highlight women’s evolving strategies of survival and 
resistance. Rama Mirzada’s ‘Opportunities and Obstacles Faced by Afghan 
Women Entrepreneurs’ illustrates how Afghan women are navigating 
restrictive conditions to sustain micro-businesses and local employment. 
Drawing on feminist political-economy and intersectionality frameworks, 
the study shows that entrepreneurship has become both a survival mechanism 
and a quiet form of resistance—a way to reclaim visibility and community 
within confinement.

Similarly, in ‘Afghan Women Work for Themselves to Emerge from the 
Shadows’, Nilova Roy Chaudhary offers a journalistic yet incisive reflection 
on how some Taliban officials have begun to tacitly permit women’s limited 
participation in home-based enterprises, recognizing their contributions to 
household and national economies. These ambivalent spaces of negotiation 
reveal that even under authoritarianism, women continue to reconfigure 
agency through moral, religious, and economic ideas that resonate within 
their context.

 WOMEN AND PUBLIC POLICYXII



 WOMEN AND PUBLIC POLICYXIII

Sara Batoul’s ‘Consequences of Afghan Women’s Civil Activism Inside 
and Outside the Country Under Taliban Rule’ moves from the private to the 
public sphere, tracing how protests and digital activism by women within 
and beyond Afghanistan have become central to international advocacy 
against gender apartheid. While documenting the severe reprisals faced by 
activists such as imprisonment, torture, and exile, the paper also recognizes 
these movements as critical archives of courage and collective memory. It 
highlights how, by mobilizing transnational solidarity networks, Afghan 
women have transformed local resistance into a global political force.

Interpreting Peace and Agency: Feminist Theories and Intra-Afghan 
Dialogues

At the analytical core of this collaborative volume are contributions that 
interrogate peace building through feminist and de-colonial lenses. Professor 
Maria Raheen’s ‘Women, War, and Peace in Afghanistan: Revisiting Two 
Decades of Struggle for a Sustainable and Inclusive Peace’ revisits the past 
two decades of the country’s peace processes to demonstrate that, despite 
formal commitments to inclusion, women’s participation remained largely 
symbolic. Drawing on feminist theories of peace and UNSCR 1325, she 
argues that sustainable peace demands the transformation of patriarchal 
political cultures that have historically monopolized decision-making. 
Afghan women’s exclusion, she notes, is not an anomaly but a structural 
feature of the state itself.

In ‘Seeking Futures Beyond Despair: Afghan Women’s Perspectives on 
Peace, Governance, and Human Security’, Shilpi Shabdita amplifies women’s 
voices from intra-Afghan dialogues convened by WISCOMP, revealing the 
interplay of hope, pragmatism, and fear that shapes the Afghan civil society’s 
engagement with the Taliban. Her analysis situates Afghan women’s security 
within shifting global realignments from Russia’s recognition of the Taliban 
regime to China and India’s cautious recalibration, arguing that sustainable 
peace cannot be built on the erasure of half the population of a country.



Finally, Dr. Shweta Singh’s ‘Re-Thinking ‘Participation’ In-Between and 
Beyond the WPS Agenda: Visibilizing the ‘Afghan Woman’ In-Between 
Epistemic Silences’ questions whether liberal conceptions of agency, 
grounded in visibility and formal participation, can adequately capture 
Afghan women’s everyday acts of negotiation and endurance. Through a 
feminist epistemic lens, Singh calls for a broader understanding of peace and 
participation, one that recognizes agency as resistance within constraint and 
knowledge as survival in silence.

Narrating Defiance: Memory, Writing, and Feminist Testimony

In her memoir, titled Outspoken: My Fight for Freedom and Human Rights in 
Afghanistan, Dr. Sima Samar reclaims women’s writing as a form of political 
testimony. Akashleena Chakrabarti’s review of the memoir shows how 
Afghan women have documented their histories not merely as victims but as 
historians of their own struggle, offering counter-archives to both Taliban 
propaganda and Western narratives of rescue. 

Together, these essays reaffirm that speaking, writing, and remembering 
are themselves acts of defiance. They remind us that the WPS agenda must 
not only secure women’s seats at negotiating tables but also safeguard their 
voices in history.

Conclusion

As the WPS agenda turns 25, the current state-of-affairs in Afghanistan 
forces us to confront an uncomfortable paradox: that an international 
framework designed to protect women in conflict has yet to prevent their 
systematic erasure under a regime that governs through gender apartheid. The 
contributions in this volume reveal that while laws and declarations matter, 
peace cannot be imposed from above; it must be built from the ground up, 
through lived experiences, knowledge, and agency of women themselves.

The Taliban’s Afghanistan thus becomes more than a humanitarian crisis. It is 
a mirror reflecting the dark times we are living through, exposing the limits of 
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international law, conventions, and feminist gains in an increasingly volatile 
global order. Yet within these limits lie possibilities. These possibilities are 
local, grounded in the resilience of communities and in women’s daily acts 
of defiance. The persistence of Afghan women as teachers in secret schools, 
doctors without clinics, activists without platforms, and scholars without 
universities challenges both the Taliban’s authoritarianism and the world’s 
complacency.

In bringing together these ten diverse voices, this collaborative volume 
reaffirms its commitment to advancing feminist scholarship that bridges 
research and policy, theory and practice, and local experience with global 
responsibility. Essays featured in this collection do not merely document 
suffering; they articulate visions of justice, dignity, and peace that transcend 
borders. As editors, scholars, and policymakers, our task is to listen not only 
to the silence imposed on Afghan women but also to the knowledge that 
continues to emerge from within it.
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