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Attuning Peace: A Foreword

This special volume of Peace Prints, published simultaneously as Women
and Public Policy Journal Volume 10 (henceforth WPPJ), carries a resonance
that is at once intellectual, political, and invested in the ethical compass of
Justice. It is the outcome of a unique collaboration between WISCOMP
(Women in Security, Conflict Management and Peace), India, and DROPS
(Organisation for Policy Research and Development Studies), Afghanistan—
two institutions rooted in the Global South, committed to shaping knowledge
through scholarship that is attentive to lived realities, grounded in praxis,
and animated by a shared belief in the transformative potential of women'’s
leadership in peacebuilding.

Both organisations speak to the world through the voices of scholars and
peace practitioners who engage critically with the complexities of South Asia
and its extended neighbourhood. Both carry a distinct mandate: to foreground
women s leadership and to facilitate action-research and praxis that contribute
to the re-fashioning and refinement of discourses on peace, security, justice,
and inclusion-across borders, boundaries, and ideological divides. This
collaborative volume is therefore not merely an academic exercise; it is an act
of feminist solidarity and a conscious political intervention in a moment of
deep global and regional flux.

The year 2025 is itself a significant conjuncture. It marks twenty-five years
since the adoption of United Nations Security Council Resolution 13235, the
landmark resolution that placed the Women Peace and Security (WPS) agenda
at the centre of global peace and security discourse. It is also a milestone
year institutionally: WISCOMP completes twenty-five years of its journey,
while DROPS marks a decade since its founding. These anniversaries invite
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reflection—not only on achievements, but also on silences, exclusions,
unfinished agendas, and the urgent need for renewal.

Itis against this backdrop that this issue of Peace Printsand WPPJ asks a set of
difficult, necessary, and unsettling questions. How, and to what extent, does
the Women Peace and Security agenda resonate with the lived realities, needs,
and aspirations of women in Afghanistan today-particularly in the aftermath
of the return of the Taliban to power? What remains of the gains made by
Afghan women during the "democratic” interregnum between the two Taliban
regimes? Have these gains been entirely eclipsed by the rigid orthodoxies
of the current dispensation, or do traces of that opening to education, public
participation, global engagement, and civic assertion continue to survive,
even if in fragile, fragmented, and subterranean forms?

More fundamentally, what is the status of the “woman question” in
contemporary Afghanistan? Has the systematic erosion of human rights and
women's rights under an oppressive regime washed away the very possibility
of women'’s voice and agency-in the domestic sphere, within communities, and
at the national level? Or are there forms of resistance, resilience, and refusal
that remain unseen, undocumented, and yet profoundly consequential?

This volume does not presume easy answers. Instead, it seeks to create a space
for inquiry, dialogue, and reflection, particularly between young Afghan
women scholars and Indian feminist researchers, on how they imagine the
future of women reclaiming citizenship, voicing rights, and advancing—
socially, economically, and civically—in conditions marked by patriarchal
power structures, surveillance, and shrinking public space.

At its heart, this volume represents a carefully curated coming together,
metaphorically, of potential and experience. Young women scholars from
Afghanistan are encouraged to speak candidly, analytically, and courageously,
drawing on painstaking research and sensitive mentoring (by senior experts)
to articulate their concerns, hopes, fears, and aspirations regarding women'’s
rights and empowerment in present-day Afghanistan. Their contributions are
neither abstract nor detached; they are grounded in immediacy, loss, memory
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and longing, as well as in a deep sense of responsibility towards those whose
voices are systematically silenced.

Alongside these voices, Indian scholars are invited—not as distant observers
or self-appointed experts—but as dialogic interlocutors. They are encouraged
to share perspectives, theoretical frameworks, and comparative insights,
while simultaneously nuancing and interrogating their own assumptions and
positionalities vis-a-vis Afghan women'’s realities. This is an exercise in
epistemic humility as much as in intellectual engagement.

Like all meaningful feminist interventions, this issue of Peace Prints and
WPPJ aspires to be a dialogue circle, a non-hierarchical, ethically attentive
space where scholars and practitioners meet, where theory converses with
lived experience, and where knowledge is co-produced rather than imposed.
Such an endeavour, particularly in the Afghan context today, is neither simple
nor without risk.

Indeed, the very act of writing—of analysing, documenting, and naming
injustice—demands immense courage from the young Afghan researchers
whose work appears in this volume. The patriarchal structures of family,
community, and state are aligned powerfully against them, shaping not only
their daily lives but also their access to safety, mobility, and expression. These
constraints extend beyond national borders, affecting members of the Afghan
diaspora as well. It is for this reason that, in some instances, contributors
have had to withhold their real identities from the public domain—a sobering
reminder of the conditions under which feminist knowledge is produced in
today’s embattled world.

At a time when India is increasingly prioritising strategic and geopolitical
interests,and when women s rights in Afghanistan appeartohave receded from
the agenda of global realpolitik, the importance of feminist solidarity through
the amplification of women's voices cannot be overstated. In moments such
as these, when militarised power speaks loudly, and humanitarian concern
is selectively invoked, the pen must indeed substitute the sword. Writing
becomes resistance; scholarship becomes witness.
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The articles in this volume collectively offer a rich, layered, and at times,
an unsettling engagement with the many facets of the woman question
in Afghanistan. They range from historical overviews of progress and
regression in women's rights to analyses of access to justice under Taliban
rule and its ideological underpinnings. They examine the systematic denial
of girls” education, the impact of these policies on women'’s health, well-
being, autonomy and poverty, and the emerging opportunities and profound
challenges facing women entrepreneurs seeking to reclaim economic rights
under deeply constrained conditions.

Other contributions explore women's voices on peace, governance, and human
security, the consequences of women's civil activism, and the reflections of
a woman activist now located within the diaspora. The volume also suggests
a more “decolonised” theoretical framework that pushes the boundaries of
existing scholarship, calling for new lenses through which to evaluate the
impact—and the limitations—of the Women, Peace and Security agenda in
the Afghan context.

Whatunites these diverse interventions is a shared insistence thata meaningful
commemoration of UNSCR 1325 at twenty-five cannot be reduced to
ritualistic celebration or institutional self-congratulation. Instead, it must
be understood as work in progress-a framework that demands expansion,
diversification, and, at times, critical re-reading against the grain.

Several contributors argue compellingly that WPS must be seen not only as a
mandate for states and multilateral institutions, but as aliving, contested space
shaped by voices from below-by women practitioners, activists, and scholars
who are fashioning new vocabularies of resistance while also invoking
epistemic justice. These vocabularies often appear fragmented but are rooted
in everyday life. They speak of the unrecorded, unseen, invisibilized daily
mutinies, and the quiet, persistent acts of resistance that unfold in kitchens,
classrooms, clinics, online spaces, and within fractured communities across
the Global South.
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Foregrounding justice, these contributions challenge us to rethink what counts
as peace, whose security is prioritised, and how agency is exercised under
conditions of profound constraint. They invite us to recognise that voice and
agency do not always announce themselves in spectacular ways; often, they
reside in endurance, refusal, memory, and the determination to remain human

in the face of dehumanisation.

This volume is therefore also an invitation—indeed, an exhortation—to re—
examine our first principles and a priori assumptions. It urges us to question
frameworks that may have become overly institutionalised, technocratic, or
detached from lived realities. It asks us to listen more carefully, to read more
generously, and to remain attentive to contexts where women's rights are
being eroded with alarming speed, even as global Realpolitik focuses on the
calculus of power.

In bringing together these voices, Peace Prints and WPPJ seek not closure,
but conversation; not certainty, but critical engagement. At a moment when
the world seems increasingly deaf to questions of women's rights, this volume
compels us to listen-carefully, ethically, and in solidarity.

This volume is dedicated to sustaining solidarities across the geographies of

lands and minds.

Thank you.

Meenakshi Gopinath
Editor-in-Chief
Peace Prints



